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e May it Pleaſe Your LoRDSHI, 


4/6 . . 
JL To Uſtoms are Laws, and Ancient Uni- 
8 verſal Cuſtom making it a Duty in 
be Beginning of the Lear to ſalute Bene- 


aclors and Friends with reſpectful good 
"Wiſhes, I ſhould be very ungrateful , if 
7h þ = | * I 


The Dedication. 


I declined this or any other occaſion of teſti- 


Hing the Honour and Reſpect due to your 
Lordſhip from all, but particularly from my 
ſelf who have had ſo many Expreſſions of 
Jour Lordſhips Favour. 

If Wiſhes were as effeftual as they are 
hearty 5 your Lordſ hip would have bymine 
many Years yet to come, and all of them bleſ- 
ſed with all Happineſs. But I know that 
your Lordſhip aſpires after a better Life , 
as you have a ſure Ground of Hope; for 
God will remember all Good Deb „ and 
has paſſed his Word that He ill crownwith 
Immortal Glory, thoſe whoare full of Com- 
paſſion and Good Works. 

Gifts are uſual at this time as well as 
Wiſhes : But Every one is not capable of 
offering ſuitably to the Perſons Quality and 
Merit. In that caſe, Affection and Good 
Mill muſt be chiefly conſidered. *T is only on 
this account that I can plead Acceptance of 
my humble Preſent of the Deſcription of ? 
Humane Life. Indeed the Subject is impor- 
tant , and worthy to be offered unto any: 

and 
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The Dedication. 


and ſo ſhould this Performance, if there 

had been Art and Skill to anſwer our De- 
* fire; for I can ſay that all the ſtrokes here, 
proceeded from a deep Senſe and thorough 
' Conviction of the Truth intended to be ex- 


preſſed. 


I have known ill drawn Pictures ſerve to 


: refreſh the Memory of the Original in thoſe 
ho had been well acquainted with It, For 
as often as they looked on the Defective piece, 
they remembred the Features and Advanta- 
ges which were wanting, as well as thoſe 
which were expreſſ*d. I can promiſe your 
* Lordſhip no other Pleaſure and Satiſfaftion 
by looking upon this rude Draught of Hu- 


q mane Life . 


Knowing the frailty and uncertainty of 


Life I was not willing to loſe an Opportu- 


nity of owning, before all the World my great 
Obligations to your Lordſhip, as for divers 


perſonal Favours, ſo more eſpecially for the 


© Encouragement which your Lordſhip has 
given and procured to thoſe Undertakings to 
which Divine Providence called me. An 
; 4 Humble 


The Dedication. 
Humble Acknowledgement with Prayers to 
God for a Recompence is all the Grateful 
Return in my Power. And as it is Fuſt 
Il to do this, ſo when ever any other Occaſion 
7 offers , I ſhall be ready to ſhew my ſelf to 
i the utmoſt , 


| My Lord, 5 

A! Your LoRDsnies, 

A | 

&! 

I Moſt humble, moſt obedient, 
4 moſt dutiful, and moſt af- 
J. fectionate Servant 

My 
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So teach us to number our days, that we 
' may apply our hearts unto wiſdom. 


his Pſalm begins the fourth Book 

RE of Plalms according to the He- 

brew Diviſion. It is aſcribed to 

Moſes, and there is the ſame Reaſon for 

believing it his, as that thoſe are Davids 

which bear his name. That it might be 
dient, underſtood of the firſt and great Moſes, 
10ſt af · it is added the Man of God, which both 
diſtinguiſheth him from others of that 

name, and alſo ſhews how much he is 

to be honoured. Moſes being the penman 

RN of this Pſalm, therefore it is very ancient, 
: far older than any Hymn or ſong of 
Humane Compoſition now extant , as 
it far excells all of them in matter, in 
Metaphors, and ſublime expreſſions. On 
hat occaſion t'was penned is not de- 
H U- (lared; ſome gueſs it to have been s 
4 A the 


(2) 

the Wilderneſs when the people murmu- 
red and were plagued for their murmu- 
ring and Rebellion. Some Expreſſions | 
in the Pſalm do inſinuate it. 

In the former part of the Pſalm, the 
Preſervation of Mankind in their ſeve- 
ral Generations is aſcribed to God, 
and his Supreme Authority over man 1s 
acknowledged, by virtue of which it is 
declared that he has appointed unto Man 
a ſhort and laborious Life, for aPuniſh- 
ment of his Sins. From this verſe to the 
cloſe, there are Prayers and addreſſes to 
God, ſuitable to the miſerable State and 
Circumſtances of Man in this world. 

This Text is the firſt of theſe Prayers, 
and it contains a Petition with the Rea 
{on of it, or End for aſking it. I Intend 
toſpeak to both, as being proper Medi- 
rations to the beginning of a New Year. | 


FIRST PART. E 


The Petition is in theſe words , /o | 
teach ns to number our days. Some ren- 
der it, teach us to number our days aright. 
Others to number our days after this 
manner, The ſenſe is the ſame. To num 
ber in Scripture is not always to take the 
5 ſimple Fs 
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imple Sum of a thing, but to weigh, 


ponder, and ſeriouſly conſider the na- 
ture, quality, effects and conſequences of 


it. So Pl. XLVIII. 13. you have it con- 


ſider her palaces, but in the Hebrew it is 
number her palaces. So when God is ſaid 
to number or count our ſteps, as Job XIV. 


16. XXXI. 4. the meaning is that He 
obſerves them whether they be right, as 


it is explain'd Ch. XX XIV. 21. and 
when Fob faith, 1 would declare unto him 
the number of my ſteps , by the Context 
at is clear that he means, He would ap- 


peal to God himſelf for the uptightneſs 


of his ſteps or actions. Ch. XXXI. 37. 
So then to number our days is to take an 


account of the nature of them and to con- 


ſider the conſequences of them; as by 
Days we are to underſtand years or the 


ferm of Life in this world. To number 


gr Days is not to tell the Day on which 


we were born, nor to reckon how ma- 
2 have paſſed ſince: but it is to ob- 


ſerve with all due conſideration the Life 


- 


=Iclpect 


or ſtate of Man in this world, with 


both to its preſent Condition, 


ter this 4 and to that which doth neceſſarily follow 
Tonun- it. All which may be ſummed up into five 
take the particulars, Vis: I. The Brevity of Life. 
A 2 


II. The 
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II. The commonly abrupt and uncer- 

rain Concluſion of it. III. Its Vanity. IV. 

15 Its Vexation and Miſery. V. That it is 

W | ſucceeded by an Eternal State of felicity 

1 or miſery. | 

1 I. To number our Days is to take into 

wo conſideration the Brevity of Lite. This 

1 the Pſalmiſt had in his view as v. 10. 

1 where he ſays, the Days of our years 

17 are threeſcore years and ten, or F by Rea- 

1 | ſon. of ſtrength they be fourſcore, That 

1 is, this is now the longeſt Period which 

I! commonly men live. Some ſingle In- 

Mt! ſtances there are of men who have ſtept 

Ji beyond it, and even conſiderably too. 

by Moſes himſelf who penned this Pſalm 

j was an hundred and twenty years old, 
neither did He die then thro any decay 
of Nature, for it is ſaid of him that hzs 
Eye was not dim nor his natural force 
abated. Deut. X XXIV. 7. And as be- 
fore Moſes, Divers lived ſeveral hundred 
years, ſo ſince ſome have doubled and 
trebled , yea near quadrupled the Term 

5. waltz, Of years ſet to the common Life of Man 

Rawleigh, in this Pſalm. A Credible Authour tells 

* Called of an Indian who was above 300. Moſt 

1233 German Hiſtorians report ofthe Armour 

or de Tem- bearer & to Charles the Great, that he rea- 
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ched 361. In our fathers days there was 


unde "nl 9 pid. Philoſ. 
ty. IV. Parre , and in our own a Fenkins , Tranſad. 
at it is the firſt exceeded by ſome months 152. June 1696. 
felicity a8 did the other 169. There are ſuch In- 
> ſtances ſtill alive in our own and almoſt 

i every other Country, as they may be read 
* in wot Hiſtories and Travels. l 
v. 10, So that the Pſalmiſt does not intend 
7 years to fix the limits of every ſingle mans Life, 
by Rea- but only. to declare what is commonly 
That determined concerning Mankind in ge- 
1which neral. As it cannot be concluded from 
ple In- his words that every one ſhould attain to 
veſtept 80 OF 70, ſo neither muſt it be inferred 
y too. that none can go beyond theſe years. It 
$ Pſalm is here as in other Natural Courſes, which 
, are ſo called becauſe ordinary, they pre- 
y decay ſcribe to the Generality, but do not ex- 
that hs clude Extraordinary Caſes: wy are Laws 
al force and ordinances to which the Creature is 
d as be. ſubjected, but the Almighty Creatour is 
hundred above them, and like an abſolute Sove- 
led and Teign has the power of diſpenſing with 
ne Tem them at his pleaſure. God gives theſe 
of Man Inſtances of a long Life, to ſhew that 
our tells the common Brevity of Life is not de- 
0. Moſt termined by any Law of N ature, neither 
Armour- does it proceed from any defect in natu- 
at he rea · ral Cauſes, but from the wiſe and arbi- 
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trary Decree of God. If he pleaſed, he 
could give ſtrength and vigour to hold 


out not only till fourſcore, but to fourſco- | 


re thouſands, yea for ever. The ſame Sun 


which was created at firſt continues, it 


retains its heat and brightneſs, and does 


now as much as in the beginning go forth 
like a Brideg room out of his Chamber,and 
rejoiceth as a Giant to run his courſe. 


And yet it is unconceivable how fuch 


an Immenſe Body can be continued in ſo 
rapid a motion without ſplintring into 
pieces. So the will of God could have 
continued the firſt Man till rhis preſent 
time. He that reliſted the Injuries of the 


weather, the Change of ſeaſons , and 
the Inconveniencies of labour for 930 


years could have done it to the End of 
the World by the ſame means, if it had 
pleaſed God. They who ſay otherwiſe 
do err not knowing the Scriptures , nei- 
ther the power of God. As They alſo do 


who deny Immortality to have been an- 


nexed to the ſtate of Innocency , or that 


Death is the fruit of ſin, 
Man had been Immortal if he had not 


| ſinned: but Sin brought Death according 


to that peremptory threatning. In the 
day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhall fureh 
; | ale. 
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iſcd, he lie. That is, from thenceforth thou art 
to hold condemned and liable to Death, and ſhalt 
fourico- ſooner or later return to the Duſt, The 
ame Sun ſentence is Irrevocable , and has paſſed 
Wes , it upon all men: for all have ſinned, and ſo 
nd does It is appointed unto all to die once. No 
go fort Immunity from Death can be expected, 
ber, and but God grants a Reprival for more or 
r courſe. fewer years as it ſeems good unto Him. 
ow fuch In the beginning, the Execution of this 
ed in ſo ſentence of Death due to ſin , was de- 
ng into layed for ſeveral hundreds of years, be- 
Id have cauſe this was neceſlary for peopling the 
prelent World, improving Arts and Sciences, 
es of the perfecting Obſervations, and learning 
s, and true Wiſdom and Knowledge. But theſe 
for 930 firſt Reaſons ceaſing, ever ſince the Term 
End of of Life or more properly the Reprival 
fit had from Death has been ſhortned. Mans 
therwiſe Life was longeſt before the Flagd , yet 
es, nei» even then t'was never prolonged to a 
rallodo thouſand years; for Adam lacked 7o and 
een an- Methuſelah 31, which no doubt includes 
or that ſome Myſtery, but which as yet we 
cannot know, becauſe Revelation doth 
had not not teach it, and without the light of 
cording Revelation all conjectures are vain and 
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In the © 1 the Flood a Leale of 
i ſurely Life was granted for one two and three 
ale. 


A 4 hun- 


„ 
hundred years till the World was ſuffi- 
ciently ſtocked with people, Nations 
form'd, and a good foundation laid for 
all Knowledge neceſſary to this and the 
other World. Then the Life of Man 
was conſiderably abridged, and in Moſes 
his time t'was fix d to threeſcore and ten, 
and to fourſcore, as it has continued ſo 
to this day. They are much miſtaken 
who think that the Life of Man has been 
continually decreaſing : It has been at a 
ſtand ever ſince the days of Moſes at 
leaſt ; for as by this Pſalm it appears 
that then 70 and 80 were the common 
periods of the longeſt Life, ſoit is now: 
for tho many drop ſhort of theſe years, 
yet we do not reckon 70 or 80 rare and 
ſingular Inſtances, . 
ut tho Seventy and Eighty be not un- 
common, yet it is ſhort, even very ſhort. 
It is ſhort of the Lives of the Antide- 
luvian Patriarchs and of thoſe who im- 
mediately ſucceeded Noah's Flood. It * 
is ſhort of the Time allowed to divers 
other Creatures. An Oak ſtands twice 
as long, and ſends forth Leaves every 
ſpring. The Hind and Roebuck do com- 
monly run it out an hundred. So the 
Crows, the Ravens, and the Eagles 0 1 
| Ob- 
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X obſerved to reach far beyond theſe years. 
X How ſhort is this Life of Man to the 


Duration of the Sun and other Heavenly 
Bodies, which after 5700. and odd years 
do ſtill ſhine gloriouſly ! and what are all 
our years in compariſon to Eternity which 
is Incommenſurable? In this reſpect our 
age is as nothing. There are ſome little 
Animals or Inſects, as the Roman Phi- 7u/u1. 
loſopher as well as Orator obſerves from Vt. l. 1. 
7 Ariſtotle, which never live above a day; 
they are hatch'd in the morning and they 
die by night: Eight hours make them 
= old, and it age comes on at ſun- 
== ſet, and yet their ſhort Life of a Day bears 
= a greater proportion to ours, than ours 
= to Eternity , as that perſon juſtly rea- 
= ſons. Men are old only in reſpect of In- 
= fants and Children, but the oldeſt have 
= lived but a little while with reſpect either 
to Time abſolutely conſidered or to E- 
ternity. All love Life, and every one 
would ſee many Days: but none can have 
their deſire, for few Days are determi- 
ned to all. 

Both Orators and Poets have exer- 
ted their Wits and fancies, to find out 
quaint Expreſſions and lively Images, 
to repreſent this brevity of Humane Life. 
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years as a Tale that is told. The Life of 


But nothing can be more Expreſſive and i 
Emphatical , than that which is ſaid in 1 * 
Scripture. My days, faith Job, are ſwif- 
ter than a weavers ſhuttle. Yet in the 
twinkling of an Eye it paſſeth from one 1 
hand to the other. Again he faith, O re- 
member that my Lifeis wind. Ch: VII. 
6, 7. Behold, faith David, thou ol 
made my days as an handbreaath , and 2 
mine age is as nothing before thee, verily 
Every Manat his beſt ſtate is altogether 
vanity. Becauſe as he faith elſewhere, 
his days are as a ſhadow that paſſeth ® 
avay, Pl. XXXIX. 5. CXLIV. 4. "Wha ; 
is your Lite? S. James aſks and anſwers, 
It is even a vapour that appeareth for 
a little time, and then vanijheth away, 
Jam. IV. 14. And here Moſes ſhews Man 
as Graſs , In the morning it flouriſheth i 
and groweth up, in the Evening it i 
cut down and withereth. We ſpend our 


. 
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Man is but a ſhort Tale and ſoon 109 
It cannot hold out the diverſion of 2 
Winters night. Fourſcore years to come 
ſeem ſomething, but when they are pil 
they look /ike yeſterday and a watch in 
the night. Men are aſtoniſh'd to 2 
how ſoon the Months run out, * the 
Cars J 
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ſſive and 
is ſaid in 


cars are ended, and how the Seaſons 
return before we are aware of them. 


re [wife Mie that has lived 70 or 80 years can re- 
et in the ¶ peat his Life in a few words, and run 


rom one pver the whole Tranſactions of it in an 
thy O re- Hour. And if fourſcore Years be a ſmall 
Ch: VII. Sum, how inconſiderableis ten, twen- 
hou haſi ty, thirty, fourty which is the moſt that 
th , and many can reckon ? It is with great ſtrug- 
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e, verily 23 pling that any bears out till fourſcore : 
together for one who ſees theſe Years , there are 
ſewhere, a hundred that have the Thread of their 
t paſſeth Life cut much ſooner ; as the Life of 
4. What many by 50 or Go is a meer burden, and 
anſwers, n ſhadow of Death it ſelf: for then the 
areth for Dun, the Light, the Moon, the Stars 
th away. begin to be darkned ; the Keepers of 
ews Man he houſe tremble, the Strong men bow 
ouriſheth FF hemſetues, the Grinders ceaſe and are 
ning it is few, and thoſe that look out of the Min- 
ſpend our does are darkned, as Solomon elegantly 
ne Life of Mexpreſles it. 
don told; II. A ſecond thing to be conſidered, 
ſion of 2 when we number our days, is the com- 
to come monly abrupt and uncertain Conclu- 
y are paſt ſion of them. Life at the beſt is very 
watch in 2 ſhort, and commonly it ends abruptly; 
d to ſec Fo that the Death of the moſt is ſudden, 
, and the and a meer ſurpriſe to themſelves and 
Years | | others. 
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others. It is ſoon cut off and we flee 
away. 


the day and place where he was to die. 
And as ſuch things are written and told, 
ſo ſome Inſtances are not to be denyed, 
becauſe they are ſufficiently atteſted. But 
ſuch particular Warnings of departing 
this life are notto be hoped, nor are they 
frequent, nay they are very rare. They 
are peculiar favours reſerved to a Few. 
Commonly the day, the hour, andthe 


manner of ones death are hid, nor are 


there Rules for even probable Conjectu- 
res. It may be reckoned pretty near 
whena woman ſhould be delivered. But 
there are no natural means for a certain 
calculation of ones Death, neither as to 
Time nor Manner. Aftrology is a meer 
Deluſion , and as it is unlawful to con- 


ſult it, fo they who have done it or ta- 


ken other methods to know their Fate, 
have been deceived and altogether as 
much diſappointed as others, by mis- 


underſtanding the anſwers return d and 
by wrong applying them. The Decree 
that all muſt die is revealed and confir- 


5 . 2 
med by daily Experience: but when or 
how 


Some have been forewarned of the * | 
time of their Departure. Moſes knew both 


A 9 


we flee ®Hhow it is to be executed on particular per- 
*Zons is a ſecret not to be pry'd into. The 
of the attempt is preſumptuous, neither has it 
* both yielded much comfort and ſatisfaction to 
to die. them who had the curioſity to try it. 
d told, There is an appointed Time to every 
enyed, Man, but the Knowledge of it is above 
d. But our Reach. All may be aſſured that they 
parting *® ſhall be changed, but when or after what 
rethey manner is in vain to ſearch. Who knows 
They in what year of his Life he ſhall die? 
a Few. Whether in Summer or Winter, 175 
andthe or in the night? Death like a Thief 
nor are keeps no certain Hour, but ſteals un- 
njectu- awares and by ſurpriſe. Some ly down in 
near health and make appointments for the 
d. But Morning, but never awake to keep them. 
certain Others go out in ſtrength and vigour with 
r as to full purpoſe of W OMe. but are 
a meer arreſted by the way and Inſtantly carried 
to con- to the other World. As ſome periſh by 
t or ta- Hunger, ſo the Life of others evaporates 
r Fate, while they are a feeding it, and * 
ther as before a full Table making merry wit 
dy mis- friends. The Danger of Death is only viſi- 
d and ble at Sea and in Battles, yet many eſcape 


Decree 
confir- 
hen or 


how 


= theſe, while others are ſeized in their 
ſhops, in their Houſes, in their Walks, and 
in their Gardens of pleaſure, when Death 
Y | was 
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frail as the Life of Man, like Glas it is 


often makes his way by Sickneſs, but not 
always : for oftentimes many in Health 
o to the Grave before them who are 
yin gon Sickbed. Nor can the ableſt Phy- 
ician preſage certainly the Event by the 
firſt approaches of Sickneſs; for that 
Which begins with Violence ſometimes 
ends in a lingring Diſtemper , as that 
1 * which at firſt is little regarded frequently 
1 proves Mortal. Thus then asthe Life of 
1 in here is ſhort, ſo it ends for the 
moſt part abruptly and ſuddenly ; ſo that 
commonly all die a ſudden Death, all 
do who are not fo wile as, with Job, to 
wait all the days of their appointed time, 
till that laſt change come. | 
III. Thirdly to number our days is to 
weigh the Vanity of them, that is, how 
much of them is unavoidably conſumed 
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a half of Life is ſpent without any Profit, 


was leaſt in their thoughts. Nothing is ſo F 


broken by rough handling; and it is alſo 
ſtifled by over careful Keeping. Death 


in matters which amount to nothing. That 
is vain which is uſeleſs, and more than 
without doing much to forward the 8 3 
End of life. The longeſt Period is four- 
ſcore, and the firſt two we are in ſwadling 7 
clouts. 
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outs. It takes three more to learn to 
go, and we are at ten before we can 
Put on our own cloths. Birds are full 
grown to flie ina month. A Lambinſtant- 
\1 after it is brought forth friſks about the 
geld, and moſt s and animals come 
yery ſoon to the perfection of their 
| Kind But one fourth of this Termof Life 
et by the Pſalmiſt goes away , before 
we attain to any competent de of 
Senſe, Reaſon and Diſcretion, or are able 
t make any tolerable ſhift for the good 
"Ether of Body or Soul. Our Infancy and 
@hildhood is a State of Ignorance, our 


the Youth is miſled by Errour, prejudices and 
M that alſe notions. And when arriv'd at mans 
ach | all Kate, let us be never ſo frugal more than 
Job, to 7 Third of our time is 2 in Ea- 
. g. r an Sleep g. Thereis 
; a deal beſides compliticared away 

lays is to giving and receiving viſits, and in 
dor her accidental Rencounters, which 
lcd may be called the Impertinencies of life, 
ing. That and yet they are unavoidable ; unleſs 
— 4 one would turn furly and moroſe, „ Which 
Proßt, ; to rectify one Evil with a greater; for 
ak ret A 'moroſe ſurly unſociable Tem IS vi- 
155 Dur. Fious, It makes one uncaſy to himſelf and 
ſwadling © 0 others about him, nor is He capable 
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of doing good ſo much as a ſociable per. 
ſon, Indeed Eating, Drinking, and 
Sleeping are ſlaviſn Incumbrances to a 
thinking reaſonable Soul of vaſt deſigns: 
But the Laws of God and Nature re- 
quire them , and therefore there ought 
to be no complaining of the Servitude, 
Nor muſt we obſtinately reſiſt what 
univerſal Cuſtom has impoſed if inno- 
cent, tho in the nice balance of ſerious 
Wiſdom it be found Light and an im- 
pertinent Clog to the great End ve 
ſhould purſue. There is a time to be {c- 
rious, and a time to triffle; for Laughing 
is triffling, and Solomon aſſigns a time 
for it. It is impoſſible to be always em- 
B about the beſt Things: Way muſt 

given ſometimes to other things which 


in themſelves are of no Conſequence, 
Children muſt be played with, and there 


- 


muſt be a Condeſcendenceto thoſe whoſe 


Converſation cannot much profit us, 
Nor will the e all 9 and 
Fellowſhip with others free us of Vanity 


and Impertinency ; for Folly is inſepa- * 


rable from us, and our own Minds are 
ready of themſelves to ſtart vain thoughts. 
We dream in the night, and we often in 


the day time Imagine vain things. They 
| | Ac 
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often in 
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Fe accounted Bedlamites who ratte out 
l cheir fooliſh and incoherent Thoughts 


Ind Fancies: but the ſound and ſober do 
*Þnly conceal them; for if they be In- 


genuous they muſt confeſs that their 
houghts are often as little tothe purpoſe. 
portant things do not fix our Spirits, 
hey flagg, waver and look about what- 


Fever be our Reſolution, and how much 
{© cver it is our Intereſt to go on with 
the ſerlous Exercice. Few or none have 


& ng to hold out a conſtant Solitude 


long Retirement, but even there will 
find and mult yield to as many fooliſh 
and impertinent Incerruptions to our 
great Buſineſs , as when we converſe in 
mc World. SOT AK 
Such is our Ignorance , ſuch is our 
Nee „ ſuch is the Conſtitution of 
mis World, and ſuch are our Engage- 


ments in it, that a wv part of our ſhort 
Life is conſumed in 
in matters that are triffling and to little 


dleneſs, in Vanity, 


purpoſe. What are molt of the Employ- 


ments of this World? What do they 


lignify to true Happineſs or that Eternal 


Intereſt which all ſhould aim at? what 
= che Perfection to be boaſted of by the 
Study and Practice 


* 8 + : 
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of many Arts and 
B Sciences! 
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Sciences! How mean are they to takeup 
the thoughts of an Immortal Soul? Hoy 


triffling in compariſon of thoſe high and 


ſublime Matters our Nature is capable of 


and yet both Neceſſity and Duty oblige | 


to mind them. Thus it appears that our 
few Days are full of Vanity. 

IV. Fourthly when we number ow 
days , we ought to take an account of 
their Vexation and Miſery. This the Plal 
miſt had in his veiw, as appears from v. 
7. and 8. We are conſumed by thine an. 
ger, and by thy wrath are we troubled, 
Thou haſt ſet our Iniquities before thee, 
our ſecret ſms in the light of thy coun 


tenance. And how could He but reflect 


on the Vexation and Miſery of Humane 
Life, of which He himſelf had ſo great 
Experience? Moſes was born under the 
moſt Tyrannical Government of Pha 
7a0h,who had ordained all the Male Chil 
dren of the Iſraelites to be killed as ſoon a 
born: his Parents hid him three Months, 
but dared not to do it longer for fear ot 
their own Lives, and ſo they expoſed him 
He was ſaved by Pharaoh's Daughter, 
who brought him up delicately till mans 
Eſtate: bur afterwards he was forced to 


run Egypt, and to flee to Midian, * 
uh el 
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i kept Jethro's ſheep fourty Years for 
bread and ſhelter. Act. VII. 30. After 


"that God had honoured him above all 


men, what Vexation was given him by 
tis own Peop 
Welfare he ſought ? How often did they 
teaze him by their Murmuring and un- 
reaſonable Complaints? Therenever was 
aJuſter , a more diſintereſſed, a more 


publick Spirited Perſon , and yet many 


a time they rebelled againſt him, 
threw baſc Reproaches upon him: if he 
had not been the meekeſt Man upon 
Harth, his Spirit would have been broken, 
nor could he have held out ſuch frequent 
W Uſage. When Jacob gave an account 
of his Life to Pharoah, t'was thus, the 
days of the Tears of my pilgrimage are 
an hundred aud thirty Tears , few and 
evil have the days of the Tears of my 
Life been, and have not attained unto 
the days of the Tears of the Life of my 


fathers, in the days of their pilgrimage: 


Gen. XLVII. 9. Troubles followed fo 
hard on David, that to mention the one 
to remember the other, wheretore it 
laid Remember David and all his trou- 
Wes. PC. CXXXII. 1. | 
But there is no need of producing par- 

B 2 tleular 


le whoſe Deliverance and 
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ticular inſtancesto prove that, of which 
all Mankind are or may be ſenſible. Ther 
is no Exception from this General. Man, 
ſaith Eliphaz, is born unto troubles as the 
ſparks flie upward. Job V. 7. Job con- 
tradicted him in other matters, yet he 

neither would nor could in this; but con. 
feſſeth alſo hat Man that is born of 1 
woman is of few days and full of troubl: 
He cometh forth like a flower, and ii 
cut down , he flieth alſo as a ſhadow ani 
continueth not. Ch. XIV. 1. What Da 
vid faith of the wonderful works of Gol 
and his thoughts to us ward , may be 


applied to the Troubles of Mankind, 1% 


are many, they cannot be rec ond up in 
order, if I would declare and ſpeak i 
them, they are mo than can be numbre. * 
Pi. XL. 5. They are ſo numerous, and 
do ſo crowd upon us on all Sides, tha 
one knoweth not where to begin, 
how to end, or after what manner to 
range them. Our Life begins with crying 
and every Day there is one or other o 
caſion of Weeping and re Inthe 
Winter we quake with Cold, in the Sum 
mer we faint with Heat, and all the dap 
of our ſhort Life we eat our bread in iht 


10 weat of our brows. Our Infancy and 
cry 
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Childhood are loaded with Diſeaſes, be- 
Quſe then we cannot be ſenſible of other 
roubles; and when grown up we are 
wycd with Hardſhips and Difficulties, 
with Faſtings and Watchings and other 
&vcrc Exercices; we are expoſed to perils 
Land and dangers by Sea; we ate forced 
to wreſtle with Violence and Oppreſſion, 
and to encounter Malice and Reproach 
which pierce our Spirits. All our Hopes 


8 mixed with Fears, and often when 
ey ſeem full ripe are blaſted ; fo that 


Fhile we are expecting Joy and Satisfac- 


gon, the unwelcome guelts of Sorrow 
and Affliction do appear. If our Wiſhes 
vme to Enjoyment, the Pleaſure is ſhort 
4 what was promiſed , and ſome other 

ing happens which Sowrs it. When 
gur Deſires are denyed, our Countenance 
caſt down, and very often the granting 


hem gives more Grief. What is beſt far 


is dubious, and our own fond Choice 


proves frequently a Miſcheif, and a Train 


pf misfortunes. No Bleſſing comes with - 


ting. In tie gut a Croſs, nor is there any Comfort 
n the Sui Fhich has not ſome Grief attending it. 


all the day: 


. we are poor we are depiſed, and when 


read inth! e thrive and proſper Malice lays open 
fancy and pur real Faults , and Calumny adds to 
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them. Dirt is chrown upon our Juſt and 
generous Intentions, and our good Deed 
are miſinterpreted. The Sincerity of ou 
Repentance is queſtioned , and if one 
Evil or Fooliſh we are always ſuſpected 
When we ſow good Sced , Tarcs groy 
up, and Briarsand Thorns ariſe with ou 
pleaſant and profitable Plants. The Coun. 
try lyes open to the Diſaſters of Wind 
and Weather, Storms and Tempeſts, 
nor can the beſt Walled or beſt Govern' 
City keep out either publick Calamitic: 
or private Afflictions: there are mol 
Complaints where are greateſt Crowds 
People. A Single Life is Melancholy and 
weariſom, and a Married State is full d 
cares and frequently interrupted with 
Diſguſts. A Private Condition is not ho 
noured, and Publick Offices are a Drud 
gery for others ſeldom thank fully requi 
ted and often perſecuted by Envy. Stare 
ata Cottage door, there ſhall be heard ie 
noiſe of Vexation and Quarrelling: ant 
tho the ſumptous Outſide of Palace 
may make one think that Trouble and 
Sorrow come not near them, yet ente 
them and you ſhall find not only ttt 
Servantsclamouring about their ill uſagi, Þ 
bur the very Maſters and — - 1 
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ted, their Countenance caſt down, 
Either unable to eat their Bread or refu- 
Ing it by the Diſcontent of their Minds, 
and the Vexation of the evils which have 
befallen them. For as the ſor of Sirach 
With, great Travel is created for every 
Man, and an heavy Toke is upon the 
ng of Adam, from the day that they 
#o out of their mothers womb , till the 
dar that they return to the mother of all 
Ws from him that ſitteth on a throne 
of glory unto him that is humbled in 
farth and aſhes ; from him that wea- 
reſh purple and a Crown unto him that 
# clothed with a linnen frock, Ecclul. 


XL. 1. No Art can prevent Troubles, no 


Merit can procure a Diſpenſation from 
em. The wicked Man travelleth with 


* ry all his days, according toEliphaz. 


b. XV. 20. and David ſaith many are 
She affiiftions of the Righteous. Pſ. 
XXXIV. 19. They were frequent under 


the Law as well as before it, and the 
Goſpel does expreſly promiſe them, 


Mark. 1, 30. By it we are appointed 
eto affiiftions, and it hath declared 


Mat we. muſt through much tribulation 


ter into the Kin 


2, 


Thus the Days of Mans Life here ar: 
days of Vexation and Miſery. The Rea. 
ſon is; becauſe all men are Sinners before 
God, none of their Ways are pure in 
his Sight. Sin kindles his Wrath, both hi 
Love and Juſtice prompt him to the Cha 
ſtiſement of them who do amiſs, nor can 
his Holineſs forbear to ſhew its Diſplea. 
ſure at Evil Actions. Therefore God wiſe. 
ly uſeth the rod of Affliction upon all, 
to puniſh the Sins which they commit, 
and to kcep them from falling into more. 
Nor is it the leaſt Trouble of ſome that 
every where there are Snares and Tenta. 
tions to Sin, and little Strength or Cou- 
rage or Reſolution to reſiſt them; that 
we carry 4 body of ſin which hinders the 
running vigorouſly the Race that is {et 
before us; and that there is ſtill 4 Lau 
in our Members warring againſt the Las 
of our Mind, ſo that when they would do 
Good, Evil is preſent with them. 'T his 
is moſt to be lamented , for it is the Source 
of all preſent Sorrow, and after Unhap- 

V. Finally in aumbring our days, we. 
ſhould conſider the End of them, hov 
that they are ſucceeded by an Eternal 
State of Felicity or Miſery according to 
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bur Behaviour here. He is an ill Accoun- 
tant who knows not the value of the Sum 
he caſts up: and he numbers his Days to 
ittle purpoſe, who underſtands not nei- 
ther conſiders the Eternal Conſequence 
of them. If nothing was to follow Death, 


ry 


there would be little reaſon to number 
-pur Days or take Thought for Life; the 
more Inſenſible of it we would be the 
Eaſier. But Heaven or Hell, Eternal 
Happineſs or Miſery coming after this 
Life, therefore it is of the higheſt Im- 
portance, and there is all Obligation to 
— it ſeriouſty to Heart, and to conſider 
how it ſhould be Employed. "Theſe Days 


pf Life tho few are of great Value, nay 
of Infinite Value, becauſe they give Op- 


. of gaining and making ſure 


Everlaſting Life. And if this Opportunity 
be loſt, not only Eternal Happinels 1s 
Joſt , but there muſt be a ſuffering and 


LY 


undergoing of Eternal Pain and Miſery. 
They who loſe the Markets of this 


p orld , only loſe the Profits of them; 


ut they wholoſe the Time of this Life, 
are not only depriyed of the Good which 


they might have had, but likewiſe Eter- 
nally puniſhed, tu. 
For Death is no Annihilation: It looſes 
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the Union of the principal parts of which 
Man is compoſed, it diſſolves for a time 
the Material Frame; but it does no hurt 
to the Soul which is Spiritual and Im- 
mortal, The Souls of all ſurvive Death 
or the Diſſolution of the Body, and are 
inſtantly diſpoſed according as they are 
Qualified. And after ſome Time, both 
Soul and Body riſe again firſt to be Jud- 
ged, and then to receive the final Rewards 
according to that which they have done 2 
in the Body, whether Good or Evil: they li 
that have done well are made equal to tl 
Angels, and carried to the Preſence of g 
God, where there is fulneſs of joy and v 
ri vers of pleaſure for ever more, and E 
others, are turned into Hell where there 21 
is perpetual //zeping Mailing and Gnaſ. I 
himg of teeth. This is the Doctrine of is 
the Goſpel, and as it is of the higheſt I. 
Importance, fo its Evidence and Cer- - 
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tainty bears proportion to the Impor- 
tance of it. | 
_ -  ThisConfiderationgives a quite other 
view of Humane Life, than can be had 
by any of the former alone. I his chan 
ges the face of Things, and does in a man- 
ner alter their Nature. This clears what 
"was obſcure; and renders beautiful what 
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emed ugly. Without this no juſt Aim 
"Zan be made, no right Meaſures taken, 
no true Judgement of things formed. 


T ,his determines our great Buſineſs, and 


"ſhews the Folly of taking thought for this 
Life, what we ſhall eat or what we 
ſhall drink or wherewith we ſhall be 
clothed; It declares the Vanity of being 
diſquieted-with the Cares of heaping up 
riches , .and of /aying up treaſures on 
Earth. It makes the burden of Afflictions 
light, and convinceth that all the Evils of 
this Preſent Life are no more to be re- 
garded, than the Inconveniencies of tra- 
velling a few days towards ones own 
Home, where good Welcome is certain, 
and where Eaſe, Plenty and all deſireable 
Ihings abound. And as a ſhort Journey 
is always beſt, ſo on this account a ſhort 
Life is no Unhappineſs: but therefore 
alſo there is all Reaſon to employ it wellz 
for it is our Day in which we ſhould 
work, when the Night comes no Man 
can work. Hereaſter there can be no 
labouring for Eternal Life, nor any Op- 


4 e of repairing what was amiſs 
> here. Then Time cannot be redeemed 


cor recovered , for Death is an End of | 
A Time, Then as one Angel ſware, there 
= | ſoa 


4 
1 ä 

if 1 f 

of, I 


$ 7 
= 1 
1 1 
A 12 
* A . — . 

2M 

+ E. Ig 5 
<= 


( 28 ) 


[ball be Time no longer. And then alſo 
is fulfilled what was ſpoken by another, 
He that is unjuſt , let him be unjuſt 
till; and he that is filthy , let him 
be filthy ſtill; and he that is righteous, 
let him be righteous ſtill ; and he that 
is holy, let him be holy ſtill. As the Tree 


falls ſo it muſt ly , and as a Man dies fo 
his Condition is determined to all Eter- 


nity. 


According to the Sentiment of ſome, | 
the Penman of this Pſalm dreamed not 


of this Matter; Moſes and the Patriarchs 
were ignorant of an After State: and 


under the Law there was neither Promiſe 


nor Expectation of Eternal Rewards. 


The ſews, ſay they, learned this after 
they were carried Captive to Babylon, 
and ſo moſt probably the Notion of an 


other Life was taken up from the Ha- 


thens, and hence it is that after the Ba- 


byloniſh Captivity , it is often plainly 


intimated but never before. 


Suppoſe all this was true, it cannot 
ſhake the Evidence of an other Life given 
by the Goſpel: yet the Opinion is pro- 
moted for this End, and ſome are ſo weak 
as to be caught by it to divert the Obli·- 
gation to mind that ther after Intereſt. 
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This Opinion proceeds from a Tribe 
uſually very confident , but generally 
Strangers to true Learning and Right 
Reaſoning. I hey affect Notions that are 
ſingular and out of the common Road, 


and ſo are more ready to take up with 
Prejudices againſt the Truth, than with 


the Truth it ſelf, let it be never ſo legi- 


bly written: nor do they ſeem to read 
and ſtudy for other End than to main- 
taàin theſe unreaſonable Prejudices , for 


they are pleaſed with any Shadow of ap- 


pearance, and put every thing to the Rack 
and Torture to make it ſpeak as they 
would have it. Indeed there is one who 
gives too much Countenance to this Opi- 


are not always free of Failings, nor Wiſe 


Men of Impertinences, nor Learned Men 


of groſs Miſtakes. An Opinion is not the 
Truer or more Probable, that one or two 


Learned Perſons ſeem to favour it. And 


as for This, let it be impartially conſide- 
red and t'will be found moſt Abſurd, very 


unbecoming Perſons of Study and Con- 

templation, who ſhould underſtand the 
;, = Meaning and Emphaſis of Words and 
Things, and who ſhould be capable to 


reach 


IT. Mac, 
'D. XII. G. 
nion, that has deſervedly a Name in the 4%. 


Republick of Letters: but Great Men 
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reach the neceſſary Conſequences ofthem. t. 
Nay this Opinion ought to be deteſted it 
with Indignation, becauſe it makes St. Paul 
a Lyar who has aſſerted the contrary.Heb. 
XI. nor does make our Saviour himſelf © 
to ſpeak Truth, when herefuted the Sad. 


ducees from the Writings of Moſes. 
But ſetting aſide the clear Deciſion of 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles, whcreisthe Hu- 


mane Probability for this Opinion that the 
Jews were Ignorant of a Future State, or 
that they received the Knowledge of it ö 
from the Gentiles? Is it likely that they 
who walk'd in Darkneſs ſhould know the 


Deſigns of God and what was to come, 


better than they who lived in the Midſt of 


Revelations? or could men reaſon better 11 


without the help of Revelation than by 


11d. Grit. it? That the Heathens every where, e- 


Ver. Rel. L. 
IJ. XXII. & 


IF. XII. 
Anno, 


ſpecially the Wiſe and Thinking Men 
among them, had ſome Notionsof ano- 
ther Life and cven of a Reſurrection 
cannot be denyed. But whence had they 


themby Reaſonor Tradition? ifby Tra | hi 


dition from the firſt and Common Pa- 


rents of Mankind, as Grotius and others 
aſſert, This was common to the Jews, | 7 © 
and better preſery'd among them; they | * 


knew the Divine Original of it, and ſo 


they BY 
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they muſt have had a greater Reſpect for 


ſted it, as t'was like therefore to make a deeper 
paul Impreſſion upon them. Whereas tho 


1 
* 


Jeb. © : the Tradition it ſelf was kept among the 
nſelf Heathen, yet they forgot the Authority 
Sad. ol it, and conſequently their Regard to 


it was leſs. Hence it is, that they never 


nof ſpoke of it with any full Aſſurance, nor 

Hu- with any deep Perſwaſion of its Certainty, 

tthe but only as a Matter highly Probable and 

„ or Aagtecable to the Goodneſs of God, as 

of it t' was in it ſelf deſireable. If Reaſon ſug- 

they geſted the Hope of another Life, why 

the ſhould it be thought that the Jews had it 
me, : | not? They had the Reaſonable F aculties 

Itof of other men, and theſe Faculties as much 

etter improv'd by the Cultivation of Arts and Dictinſox 
in b Sciences, as has been lately illuſtrated very — 
e, e- Ingeniouſly. And ſuppoſe the Vulgar ur. 
Men of the ſewiſh Nation, as generally every 


ano- 5 where, deſerved all thoſe Reproaches 


ion ol Rudeneſs, Ig. and Stupidity, 
they which One caſts upon them for juſtifying 
Tra- his Blaſphemies againſt Moſes and his 
n PA · Sacred Hiſtory, I ſay, ſuppoſe this; yet 
chers Abraham and the Patriarchs, Moſes and 
ſews, the Prophets were Men of as great Capa- 
they | city, of as profound Judgement, as 
Contemplative, and as much ſkilled in 


Uni- 
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Univerſal Nature as any Philoſopher 1 * 


Record. Nay it may be proved eaſily that 
they excelled the beſt of other Nations, 
in Natural Knowledge as well as Moral 
Wiſdom. Indeed they did not entertain 


Diſputes about the Imaginary Elements 


and Principles of Natural Bodies, nor 
did they form Chimerical Schemes how 
Things might have been at firſt produc'd 


by Matter and Motion, the Laws of Me. h. 
chaniſm and ſuch like Meaſures , which zn 


paſſes only for Philoſophy with : ſome, 


tho very undeſervedly, for a Man is ne- 


ver the Wiſer for it: But it is evident that 


they ſtudied all the Works of God, tha ff 


they obſerv d accurately the preſent Pro- 
cedure of Nature, and did apply them- 
ſelves to find out the Frame, the Contri- 
vance, the Parts and Properties, the 
Virtues, Ends and Uſes of every Thing; 


which is true ſolid Knowledge and the 
cheif part of Natural Philoſophy. More. 0 


over it is ſaid of Moſes, that he was 
Learned in all the Wiſdom of the Egyj- 


tians, nor can we think otherwiſe of him 


when we remember his Education. 


No ſhall it be ſaid that Men who had | i 
all the Advantages of others and even ma- 


ny beyond them, had yet n f 
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2 it at all probable that nothing of a Re- 
Aurrection and Future Life ſhould be im- 
Partcd to them, and ſo that they ſhould 
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peyond the Grave? neither once conſi- 
er'd what would become of them when 


Pead, nor yet aſpir d after any Happineſs 


Ibove this Life, which by Experience they 


found ſo much Allayed and ſo often Intet- 
upted! Indeed there are divers Inſtances 
Learned and Knowing Perſons who 
re little for theſe Matters of another 
orld: but it is becauſe they have not 
mat Senſe of God which the Patriarchs 


cyotion. Can we fancy that thoſe who 
entertained Angels, and converſ'd with 
Pod himſelf, who ſaw his Glory and 
Bſted how Good He is, I fay, can 
e fancy that they had no Wiſhes to be 
always with God, neither did once aſk 
# r'was poſſible? can we think that ſuch 
MWiſe Men concluded that God made all 
Men in vain? or that he was leaſt kind 


o Man, to the Creature made after his 
pn Image? is it poſſible that they who 


ere honoured to be the Friends of God, 
o ſpeak to him face to face, to be en- 
uſted with his Eternal Purpoſes, I ſay, 


e left deſtitute of the chiefeſt Comfort 
x" hs of 
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** 


of the Soul, while they were receiving 
other Singular Tokens of Gods Love? 
To think ſo would be injurious to the 
Memory of theſe Great Perſons, and 


© would alſo be injurious to the Love of 
God. Wherefore certainly they looked 
to the other ſide of the Grave, and did 
as often as they numbred their Days con- 
ſider the Eternal Conſequence of them. 
There were Sadducees among theJews, 
and fo there are Scepticks and Infidels 


among Chriſtians, is therefore the Truth 5 


of the Goſpel obſcure? do not ſome be- 
gin to revive Hereſies which once trou- 
bled the Church of Corinth, and which 
St. Paul as clearly refuted 1 Cor. XV. 


they place all our Heaven upon Earth, 


and confine the whole Joy and Felicity 
of a Chriſtian to the Preſent Life, does 
therefore the Goſpel give no Evidence 
for a Reſurrection and Eternal Life! if 


the Unbelief of ſome is ſufiicient Reaſon Þ 


for queſtioning the Truth and Evidence 


of any thing, then all Things are ſtill in 


the Dark, and the Exiſtence of a Deity 
it {cif muſt be made doubtful, tho it be 
as evident as any Propoſition in the Ma. 
thematicks. What tho the Scribes and 


Phariſees were puzled with a filly Objc- 
Qion' 
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wing tion? what tho they were not fo clear 
ove? ſighted as to reach the full Meaning or 
> the il the Conſequence of theſe words, 

and am the God of Abraham , Iſaac , and 
ve of Facob? Muſt therefore Moſes have been 
oked gnorant of the true Import of them? 
d did here is no Reaſon to ſay ſo, and there- 
S com pre no doubt Moſes upon this and other 
em. Accounts was perſwaded that theſe Pa- 
Jews Ttriarchs, both Exiſted , and would Riſe 
1fdels gain, becauſe God is a God of the Li- 
Truth fing and not of the Dead. Eternal Life 
ne be- | yas not expreſly annexed to Moſes his 
; trou- Law, that Feople might not think to ob- 
whict F'fain that Life by Obedience to a Law 


. XV. F which was only an Introduction to the 


Earth, Þ better Law that giveth it. But as before 
elicit) Þ'Moſes the Jews were trained up in the 
does Þ Belief of another Life, fo after him the 
idence¶ other Prophets did often Intimate it, and 
ife if] teter to it. The perfect Diſcovery of 
Neaſon Eternal Life was purpoſely put off to 
idence ine Coming of Chriſt, becauſe being the 
e ſtill! I Authour of it, He ought to have the 
a Delt] ¶ Honour of giving the cleareſt Revela- 
10 it be — about it. But ſo much both of the 
he Ma. Nature and Certainty of it was diſcove- 
bes and ted before, as was ſufficient to attract 
Obſe. Ie Hearts, to raiſe the Hopes, to bear 
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mortality, and alſo giveth new Demon 


up the Spirits, to rejoice the Souls, and 
to animate the Endeavours of all why 
lived in thoſe days. 9 
And as under theſe former Diſpenſ- 
tions, all the Wiſe and Serious looked. 3 
to the different States of Felicity ant 
Miſery which are after this Life; ſo wean 
further obliged to this, becauſe we hat yj 
receiv'd a fuller and clearer Revelation 
about theſe Things to come. Now Lit 
and Immortality are brought to light 
the Goſpel , that is, the Revelation o Se 
the Goſpel is Clear and Evident , and 4; 
diſpels all Doubts. Former Diſcovers 
were dark in compariſon, this is ſo mud 
Brighter and ſo much more Convincing, 
as Noontide is above the Dawnings d} } 
the Morning. The Goſpel is 4 g/oriou 
Light which ſhines with Power and E 
dence , ſo that they are wilfully blind 
who do not ſee it, neither are convince! 
by it: It ſheweth the Strength and Vi & 4 
lidity of former teaſons for Life and In 


ſtrations for the Truth of them. It bod 

gives all aſſurance of an other Life u erſ 

come, and alſo rectifies the mean ani Faſe 

miſtaken Notions which moſt had of i ac 

by making the Nature of it as plain ne 
| ou 
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„ and Sur preſent Faculties can conceive it. As 
1 who FF carries our Sight beyond this preſent 

PFiſible World, fo it ſhews there two 
ſpenſs gtates, both Permanent but vaſtly Diffe- 
looket Fent and ar an Infinite Diſtance, ſo that 
ty and here can be no Interchanging or paſling 
wen From one to another; Every one that 
e have ies enters into the one or other, and 
relation hich ſoever is entred , there one muſt 
Lift A@bige to all Eternity. In the one there 
light) q; all Joy and more Happineſs than can 
ation 0! Tſe expreſſed, but in the other Extreme 


T 5 and 
Overige 


Miſery and not one Drop of Comfort 


p allay it. In the one God manifeſts 


ſo mud Infinite Love and Mercy by good things, 
vincing , Which as yet Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
nings d Beard, neither have entred into the heart 
gloriou & Man; In the other He executes his 
and EH Severe Juſtice and ſheweth the Power of 
ly blind is Wrath, They who are in the one 
nvincei Fe made Equal to Angels, they ſce God 
and Vi he is, and become lite him : In the 
and Im ther, there is no Company but that of 
Demon qe Devil and his Angels, and of ſuch 
. It bod s are Damned and Reprobated for ever; 
r Life u gerſons who will not be conſulting the 
zean Baſe of one another, but who will ſtudy 
had of i o add to one anothers Torment. The 
plain ne is ſet before us under the Figures 
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of Paradiſe, the Tree of Life, Croum 8H 
and Scepters , a Marriage-feaſt , andi 
State which has no need of the Sun 
Moon or Stars, tho thele be the Beauty 
and Comfort and Glory of this World: 
the Figures of the other, are a Botton. 
leſs Pit, utter Darkneſs, a Lake i 
Fire and Brimſtone, a Worm that nete, 
dieth and a Fire that never goeth out, 
perpetual Weeping , Mailing and Gm 
ing of teeth. In a word we are told thi $0! 
the one is full of all Horrour, as the othet 
is the perfection of Joy, Delight and Blik 
This is the Concluſion of Humane Life, 
and the Ultimate End of it; theſe Thing #F 
we are to expect according to the Goſpel * 
If it ſhall be otherwiſe , the Goſpel is: 
Fable, the Apoſtles were falſe witneſſer, Þ 
our preaching is vain, and Tour faith ii O 
vain ; neither is Chriſt riſen from th fbi. 
dead. But to deny that Chriſt is riſen, Ne 
is wicked Impudence after ſo mary, Hrn 
clear and convincing Proofs of it. It hs ne 
been declared by faithfull Witneſſes, ani} F 1 
confirmed by Prophecies, Miracles, Siga # 
and Wonders from Heaven. ChrilÞ? 
therefore is riſen, and therefore alſo theiſ ther 
{hall be a Reſurrection from the Dead 
and a Solemn judgment for beſto wing 
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eaven or Hell upon Men according 
xs they have uſed and managed this Pre- 


ſent Life. There is all reaſon to recom- 
mend the Practice of Picty and Religion 
by the preſent Contentment and Satis- 
Action which it gives to the Spirit: but 
here are other and greater Rewards ſet 
pefore us, which we ſhould have an Eye 
o, for the Hope of them is our chief 
goy and. our chief Support under the 
Id thn 
his Life. Whatever ſpecious Figures 
hey put on, who draw the Heaven of 
the Goſpel to Earth , neither raiſe the 
Fromiſes above the preſent Life, they are 
put Atheiſts and Infidels in maſquerade, 


ormer Melancholy Conſiderations of 


ndeavouring to deſtroy the ſure Foun- 


lation of Religion , while they pretend 


$0 advance the Excellency of it. F in 

his Life onely we have hope in Chriſt, 

we are of all Men moſt Miſerable. The Sm. Vill. 
Truth and force of theſe Words I have 97. 


ewed elſewhere. 
Thus J have laid before you how our 


ways ſhould be numbred, and what the 


umbring them implies. 'To Number 
hem is neceſſary, and of great Impor- 
ance : nor 1s there any great difficulty 
t doing it. It requires no great Capa- 
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city, nor extraordinary Parts, nor great Wc 
Reading, nor an expenſive Education: 3 
whoſoever has any meaſure of Com. 

mon 8Senſe is able to caſt up this Account, A 
This Divine Arithmetick is ſoon lear. 8 
ned, but alas! it is not commonly prac. 
tifd. All are capable of it, and it is the 
Intereſt of all to do it, but nothing 5 
more neglected, As 1n regard of the 
Civil Life, there are ſome Buſy Bodje 
always medling in other mens matter 
and careleſs of their own, they go up and 
down from morning to night obſerving 
other People , and chatting what they 
near and ſee of them, but never thin 
on their own Concerns which there. 
fore goto Ruin. So moſt of the World 
with reſpect to their Spiritual and Eternal 
Intereſt, are conſtantly abroad and taken 
up with things without them and Which 
leaſt concern them, and ſo commonly 
die Ignorant of themſelves. 'I hey ar 
quick at balancing Sums and reckoninę 
the value of Money, witty enough t 
learn the World and the things of the 
World; they can prat upon the Hiſtoj 
of rhe paſt Times and the "Tranſaction ee 
of the preſent , they ſeem to be able d ## 
tell every thing: But behold they know e 
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bot the number of their Days , neither 


&rc ſenſible of the Importance of them, 
Svhich is the moſt uſefull thing, far bet- 
ter than all other Knowledge, What 
Satisfaction can it be to know other mens 
Riches , if our ſelves be poor and miſe- 
table? and what ſignifies it to be Skilled 
and knowing 1n all other matters, if we 
= not our Selves! which we can never 
go unleſs we be able to number our days, 
yea actually do it. 

Wherefore it very much concerns us 


go learn to number our Days, but as it 


now commonly neglected, ſo t'was 


pf old. Mankind in all Generations are 
much the ſame , troubled about many 


things, and careleſs of the one thing ne- 


geſſary. Senſe, Reaſon and Underſtan- 


ling are given us, but they are ſeldom 
employed aright, to the Purpoſes for 


which they were chiefly intended. No- 
thing ſo eaſy, nothing ſo neceſſary as to 
number our Days, and yet nothing com- 
monly leſs minded. This made Moſes 
prcak out into that pathetical Wiſh, O 
hat they were wiſe! o that they under- 


Hood this ! o that they would conſider 


leir latter end! And here you ſee that 
mc makes a ſolemn Addreſs to God to 


C5 inter- 
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interpoſe his Grace for obliging Peopl 


to the ſerious Conſideration of thei: 
Days. Natural Faculties for this Exercict 
are not wanting, but ſuch is the Corrup 
tion of Humane Nature that Natural Fa. 
culties are not now ſufficient without the 
Divine Aſſiſtance, which as we are taught 
hereſhould be implored even in the plain. 
eſt , cleareſt and moſt common thing 
Our Memories are good enough gr 
other occaſions , but they often fail u 
in this Matter, which made David pray, 
Lord make me to know mine end, ani 
the meaſure of my days, what it is, thai 
1 may know how frail l am. Pſ. XXXIX 
4. Davids Underſtanding was good, bu 
he found by Experience that men are ap 
to forget, and therefore that it is need. 
full to remember the beſt to conſide 
even that which every Day lays befor: 
them. 


SECOND PART. 


Having ſhewed how to number ou 
days and what it implies, it follows nes! 
to give the Reaſon and End for doing 
it, for inſtructing the right Uſe of it, 
without which the Number and * A 
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; edge of our Days might pleaſe a curious 
Fancy, but would not be profitable. 


Some will be ready to ſay, what need 


pf numbring our Days! why ſhould ſuch 
Melancholy and unpleaſant Taſk be 
undertaken? Sorrow is vexatious enough 
b it ſelf and why ſhould one encreaſle it 


by continual Rumination ! were it not 
etter to divert the Thoughts of it? So 
the moſt do, as men when their Affairs 
arc in Diſorder , when they are dipt in- 


to Difficulties, they care not to look in- 


their Books or to caſt up their Ac- 


Tounts, they run into Company and Tip- 


Jing and do all they can to turn away 


their Thoughts from their uneaſy Condi- 


tion and Circumſtances: But what gain 
they by this Method ! only greater ſhame 
and more certain Ruin without any pre- 
ſent Satisfaction. So our Life will not 
be Sweeter by forbearing to number the 
Days of it; nor ſhall our Caſe be better 
but far worſe if we neglect to conſider 
our preſent State and Circumſtances, or 
the Eternal Conſequences of them. Evils 


will neither keep off altogether nor be 
the longer a coming that we think not 
on them: but they will be the more grie- 


Know- 


Vous as we are leſs prepared to receive 
ledge 


them. 


( 44 ) | 
them. When a Sore or Diſtemper ſeizes 
us , we preſently conſult whether it be 
curable, nor do we neglect it tho it be de. 
clared incurable. We adviſe further how 
to alleviate the pain and trouble of it, and 
what is to be done to enable us to bear 
it out to the laſt. So ſeeing Life is not in 
our Power, ſeeing we can neither prolong 
it, nor prevent the Inconveniencies that 
accompany it, nor alter the Important 
Conſequences of it, it becomes us, it is 
our Intereſt to ſtudy what ſhould be done 
in this State, what Meaſures to be taken for 

making the beſt of that which is unavoid-· 
able, and for ſecuring to our ſelves Peace 
and Happineſs, preſent and future, as 
much as is poſſible. Wherefore the Plal- 
miſt, as he prays to be taught to number 
our days, ſo for this End and Reaſon, 
that we may apply our hearts unto Wiſs 
dom. | 

Some render it, that we may get a 
wiſe Heart, or a heart of Wiſdom, or bring 

Wiſdom into the heart. The Hebrew 
will bear all, as all theſe rendrings areto 
the purpoſe. Some of the Iewiſh Doctors 

A paraphrale it, rhat we may be as a pro- 

Deeupla, phet who knows the truth and is wiſe 

in heart. So then Moſes aiks the Art of 

| num- |? 
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From which Four Particulars may be ob- 
Merved, which give Important Inſtructi- 
ns for regulating our Days, and mana- 
ging aright our ſhort frail Life. 

| [ Wiſdom is a great and neceſſary 
ſupport to Humane Life. For when Mo- 


Hes had in his view all the Evils and Mi- 


Acries of this Life , with the important 


*Conſequences thereof, He ſeriouſly ad- 


Ereſles God for Wiſdom as a proper Re- 


medy to theſe Evils, and as that which 


would turn our Life to a good Account. 
No Wiſdom can change the Nature and 
Quality of our Days, nor alter the Con- 
ſequences of this preſent Life: but true 
MWiſdom directeth to the right and true 


Uſe of Life, and does teach us to manage 
pour Days with ſuch advantage as may 


abate our Sorrow for the preſent Evils of 


Life and quicken our Hopes of future 
Comfort. The generality of the World 
Hook upon Wealth, Riches, Honours and 
Eworldly Power to be the great Props of 


Life: therefore their Hearts are ſet upon 


tbheſe only, they ſeek them by all Means 
and Methods, per fas & nefas , law- 
full and unlawfull, if they be got, no mat- 
Art of ter how. But every days | 


F 


num- | 


xperience ſhews 
the 


ä 


> — 
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the Weakneſs of this ſupport , and the 
deluſion of thoſe who truſt to it. Mans 


Life conſiſteth not in the abundance of 


the things which he poſſeſſeth. Luc. XII. 
15. A Man neither liveth the longer nor 
is the happier that his Fortune is great, | 
A Mans Lite is not prolonged according 
as he hath to ſpend, nor does his Con- 


tentment encreaſe with his Eſtate. A Lit- 


tle is ſometimes better than great, Riches, - 


and let a Man have never ſo much of 
Honour and Riches, when he dlieth he 


carrieth nothing away, his glory ſhall not | 


deſcend after him. By Power, Honour 
and Riches one is enabled to make a Fi. 
gure in this World but there is no Re- 
gard to them in the other that follows 
Neither Riches nor Honour nor any of 
theſe outward things, can give either in- 
ward Peace at preſent, or ſecure future 
Bliſs. Man that is in honour and under- 


ſtandeth not, is like the beaſts that periſh. | | 


Both the Life and Death of ſuch a Perſon 
differ not much from Beaſts except that 
the End of the Man is ſadder. But Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Underſtanding make a great 


difference, they keep up the Dignity of þ 5 
Man in this World, they make his End. 


Happy. 
Hence 
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Hence it is that there are ſo many Pre- 


&pts for Wiſdom , ſo many Exhortati- 


ns to it, and ſo many noble Encomi- 


ins of it. //iſaom is the principal thing, 
erefore get Wiſdom , and with all thy 
tting get underſtanding. Happy isthe 


reat, þ 
— man that findeth Wiſdom, and the man 
Con. Hat getteth underſtanding : for the mer- 
A Lit. Handiſe of it is better than ſilver, and 
iches, he gain thereof than fine gold. She is 
ich of Woe precious than Rubies, and all the 
-th ly Mings thou canſt deſire are not to be com- 
2J// % red unto her. She is a tree of Life to 
onour em that lay hold on her, and happy is 
ca Fj. @ery one that retaineth her. After this 
O Re.  Wanner ſpeaketh Solomon of Wiſdom 
Hows, his Book of Proverbs. And Job long 
any of fore him faith to the ſame purpole , 
her in- cannot be gotten for gold, neither ſhall 
future ver be weighed for the price thereof. 
under. I cannot be valued with the Gold of O- 
periſh. ir, with the precious Onyx or the Sap- 
Perſon | Mir. The gold and the Cryſtal cannot 
t that | Mual it, and the exchange of it ſhall not 
t Wil. | # for Jewels of fine gold. No mention 
z great | J all be made of Coral or Pearles , for 
nity of Ve price of Wiſdom is above Rubies. 
us End Le Topas of Ethiopia ſhall not equal- 


Hence 


neither ſhall it be valued with pure 
Gold. 


— — 
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Gold. Job. XXVIII. 15. All thek 
things are ſaid to engadge us to apply ow? 
hearts unto Wiſdom as the chief Sup- 
ort and only Comfort of Humane Lite, 
his ſhould be our firſt and continued 
Aim, all other things ought only to be 
regarded by the by: for we may make our 
Life eaſy and happy when other things 
are wanting, but without Wiſdom there ? 
is no Comfort. For this cauſe we ſhould Wi 
cry after Wiſdom, and lift up out voti ii 
for underſtanding , we ſhould ſeek for he: hey 
as for ſiluer, and ſearch for her as fn feſc 
hid treaſures. As Solomon adviſes Prov. the 
- AA ot 
II. Knowledge and Speculation alone g! 
are not true Wiſdom. It is plain her Sthe 
that the Plalmiſt diſtinguiſhes them; for! KX 
firſt he prays for the Knowledge of out} per! 
Days or Life, and then that the Hear} ter 
may apply it ſelf to Wiſdom , which] Fim 
clearly ſhews that Wiſdom is ſomething] Tigh 
more than Knowledge. Speculation and] fer: 
Knowledge muſt go before Wiſdon] me 
and are neceſlary to it, but they are not I 
the whole of Wiſdom. There is no Wil-Þ wor | 
dom without Knowledge but Knov-Þgom 
ledge may be and often is without Wi. ¶ Nati 
dom, but never profitable without it. Af uc 
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Ground may be rich, but the Owner can 
Ave no Profit until it be cultivated; 
for is the greateſt Knowledge of any 
@vantage to him that hath it unleſs im- 
prov'd to Wiſdom. Knowledge and 
peculation are the Materials, and Wiſ⸗ 
gon is the Art of extracting the Good of 
hem. Wiſdom is the Uſe of Knowledge, 
and draweth Speculation into Practice. 
Wiſdom js the acting ſuitably to that 
Mich one knows and ſces, but Folly 
ever conſiders: Wherefore Solomon 
geicribing a prudent Man, and givin 
e difference betwixt him and the 4; 
gr Fool, faith that the firſt fore/eeth rhe 
vil and hideth himſelf , whereas the 
ther paſſeth on and is puniſhed. Prov. 
XXII. 3. that is, He that taketh pro- 
er Meaſures is Prudent, but he that never 
ters his Courſe whatever be laid before 
Im is a Fool. It is as if one ſhould have a 
Light or Candle in his hand, and yet ne- 
ler regard it to the guiding his ſteps. The 
ame Solomon faith, that Viſdom is pro- Eccleſ. x. 
table to direct. So that if the Actions be 10. 
dot ſuitably directed and adjuſted, Wiſ- 
dom is wanting, tho there may be great 
Natural Parts, good Wit, quick Fancy, 
much Learning and Reading: for theſe 
fy D alone 
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alone make not one Wile, but only the! 
good and proper Ule of them. There 
fore the common proverb is jult , that? 
ſome have pood wits if wiſe men had ti 
keeping of them: which may be appliei Fe 
to Knowledge, Learning, and all Naw} | 
ral Parts, The meaſure of theſe Gift} 
which ſome have, would be very ulctull 
to Wiſe Men: but many who havethen 
are Fools, with regard both to Common 
Senſe and the great End of Mans Life 
He only is a Wiſe Man who is ſuirably 
affected with his Knowledge, who con Nea. 
ſiders well and lays to Heart that which erat 
is made known to him, who weight ſp 
the Importance of things, and applies gem. 
himſelf ſeriouſly to the accurate Obſer {ran 
vation of all that is recommended by tie e e 


— 
— 


Nature and Conſequence of them. Farnd 


Hence it is, that according to the con. a |} 
ſtant tenor of both Doctrine and Expre- Md 
ſion in Scripture, the Heart is made tie ere 
Seat of Wiſdom, as in the preſent Text. Wile 


In the common Language of the World, tio 


and even of Natural Philoſophers, Wi-Wiots 
dom lyeth in the Head or Brain; butWonk 


the Scripture always placeth it in theWble 

Heart: and ſo the Sacred Phraſe 1s ne. 

wiſe heart, an underſtanding heart, Im 
EEE hearl 


nly the 
There 
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applicd 
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 Obſer-ſ@&rame and Conſtitution , as appears by py. iti 
d by the We obſervation of a late Eminent and 4 bogey 
m. {Warned Phyſician, who fhews that there! 265. 
he con. Na ſtrict Intercourſe between the Brain 

Expre Nd Heart by the means of à plexus of 

ade the Nerves peculiar to Man and eyen to 

at Text. WileMen; for as he found by ſome diſ- 

World, ctions they are neither in Brutes nor 

s, Wil lots: Some reſemblance there is in 

in; buflonkeys which makes them more ca- 

in thee than other Beaſts to imitate Hu- 

ale 15 ¶ ene Actions. By means of theſe Nerves 
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Pb. XXXIV. 10, 34. Likewiſe to /ack 
beart and to lack underſtanding is all 
pe in the Hebrew, as Solomon ſaith of 
bm that commuuteth adultery with a 
aan. Prov. VI. 32. for you have one 
the Text, the other in the margine, as 
e one is the ſenſe and the other the let- 
r of the Original. | 

After this manner does the Scripture 
ak, toſhew the neceſſity of having the 
leart deeply affected by ſerious Conſi- 
ration for making one Wile, This Way 
# ſpcaking is juſt and proper, and it 
ems to be founded on our Natural 


eart » FW lmpreflions on the Brain are inſtantly 
heart LF:3 com- 


Fart to perceive and men af heart are | 
en of underſtanding , Wiſe men as it is 


— — — x ” 
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communicated to the Heart for affeQin; 
it and for producing ſuitable Paſſion, 
which alſo ſerve reciprocally to rctain 
confirm, encreaſe and make deeper the; 
Impreſſions on the Brain, by the R. 
percuſſion of the Blood and Anim: 
Spirits. When there is ſuch an eva 
Correſpondence between the Brain a 
Heart , when the Heart has commun 
cated to it thoſe Impreſſions on the Bra 
by the ſeveral Senſes , and does anſyr 
them by proper Motions, than the N 
tural Frame of the Body is right, ther 
is then a due Order in the Body which 3 
is its wiſe Contrivance. So the Wiſdap 
of the Soul conſiſts in being ſuitably 4 
fected with all that it ſees, hears or othef 
wiſe receives: For without this, the mo 
Knowing and capable Head can no ma 
be called Wiſe than a Glaſs, which al 
both receives and reflects all the Image 
of viſible Objects caſt upon it; as 
other like it, is not ſenſible of the lf 
portance of any of them or of the di 
rence betwixt them. What is one eit 
the wiſer or better by all he knows ifi 
proceed no further? what ſignifies 594i 
culation if no Fruit be produced? dl 
had as good be without Knowledge: 

TT, 
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ffectim reſt in it and go no further. Nay it is 
aſſiom puch better, for Ignorance may plead 
retain, me excuſe, but no excuſe can be admit- 
er the d where there is Knowledge. He that 
he e Inos and does not, as he is a Fool, 
Anim; ; he deſerves double ſtripes. The Know- 
n cv Idge of our Days or State of Life is de- 
ain au Weable and neceſlary , but cannot be 
mmun. Wofitable except we thereby get ue 
he Briz Warts , that is, except our Hearts be 
« ant Wely affected, and moved to take pro- 
the N fer and requiſite Meaſures. What our 
t, they Ryiour ſaid on a particular occaſion, is 
ly which | general Maxim, he know theſe things 
WWiſdo WP) are ye if ye do them. 

itably z III. The Fear of God is Mans true 
or otbel Viſdom. By Fear, I do not mean the 
the mol Near of Dread, which by itſelf begersan 
no mol Phorrence, and fo the Apoſtle calls it 
hich e /p7r1t of bondage: but I underſtand 


ie Image Fear of Reverence which is very far 
t; as m being uneaſy, and which is a holy 
f the Inff&$cgard of God obliging to all Religious 
the di orſhip and Obedience. Commonly in 


one eitiſ ripture, all Piety and Religion goes 
nows inder the name of the Fear of God, be- 
nifies Spule they are the effects of it and do 

oceed from it. Faith and Obedience 


ced ? e 
wledge Ne included in Fear, for he can have 
ö D 3 no 
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no true Fear of God who doubts whath: 
fays, diſtruſts what he promiles , or wh 
tefuſes to do what he commands. Ther 
is no true Fear of God, if He be ov 
univerſally acknowledg'd , and ſincen 
ly complyed with in every thing whit 
He has declared to be his Holy Willan 
Pleaſure. 

As this is the Fear of God, fo it. 
true Wiſdom. No other Wiſdom d 
ſerves theſe high Praiſes given before, 
do thoſe gracious Fruits ſpring from 
other. Something both of Pleaſure at Y 
Profit follow all Arts and Sciences; t 
Contemplation of Nature and nat 
things, whether Celeſtial or Terreſſm 
is delightful as it is true Philoſophy , thes 
is a Wiſdom proper to every T rade a 
kind of Life, which is to be ſtudied by ſui 
as are intereſſed in them; but the chi 
Wiſdom, that which excels all other, a 
that which all are coficern'd to learn 
directing how to manage Life and hoy 
improve it to Eternal Advantage, II 
this and only this is the Fear of God. 
It was this which Moſes meant in 
Text, as is clear by its Connexion Wi 
the preceeding Verſe. There it is, *Þ 
knoweth the poet of thine anger ci 
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ſo it! 
@rath as. thy fear. For finding the ſenſe 


dom d 


fore, 5 
the verſe muſt be referred to this as 


froman 


ute all þ Barnes 
Neaning is clear, who knoweth or who 
nſidereth thy wrath as thy fear teach: 


erreſtti %, or as thou oughteſt to be feared ? and 


CES 3 ti 
1 natun 


1y , thei 


fade att 
dby eg 
the cha 
ther, af - 
rn {Md it, and therefore he prays to be taught 
number our Days, ſo as to apply the 
Hart to Wiſdom, that is, to conſider, 
w full our Days are of the effects of 
Fods Wrath, that they might learn the 
489 1{dom of his Fear. Moſes was /carned 
is, 
ge preferred the Fear of God, and did ac- 


learn 

1d how! 
ge, If 
f God. 
int in t 
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The firſt Clauſe is plain, intimating that 
Pods Anger is moſt dreadful, and that 
e Weight and effects of it are above 
What can be either expreſſed or appre- 
Ended. The laſt Clauſe ſeems a little 
pſcure, becaule after the Hebrew way 
Divine Poeſy it is ſhort and abrupt. 

he Letter of the Original is ſimply h 


E which , who knoweth, in the beginning 


Well as the other Clauſe, and then the 


the Paraphraſe of the Chaldce is, who bud 4in/- 
oweth toturn away the ſtrength of thine i. 
ger, but the Fuſt who fear thee appea- 

g thy wrath, The Queſtion who knows 


his an Intimation that few or none 


all the Wiſdom of the Egyptians, yet 


—s count 
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count it the chief Wiſdom , as he tol: 
the People. Deut. IV. 5. Behold, fait 
he, I have taught you ſtatutes and jud 
ments, even as the Lord my God con 
manded me. Keep therefore and do then, 
for this is your Wiſdom and unaerſtani 
ing in the ſight of the nations which ſhal 
hear all theſe ſtatutes, and ſay , ſurely thi 
great nation is a wiſe and underſtand 
people. | 

or is this Manner of ſpeaking pecu 
liar to Moſes , it is the common ftrai 
of Scripture: the Fear of the Lord, fait 
the Pſalmiſt, zs the beginning of Wi; 
dom, a good underſtanding have all thi 
that do his commandments. Pſ. CXI. ic 
Solomon ſays it often, as Prov. I. 7.1) 
10, and Jeſus the Son of Sirach enlarge 
on it. Ecclus. I. Job declares the ſame, an. 
the manner how he does it is very remark 


able, as you have it Ch. XX VIII. Ther 
he ſetteth forth God appointing evei 


thing its proper Place, and fixing Lav 
and Ordinances ſuitable to their ſever 


Natures and anſwerable to the Ends 


their Creation, laying a vein for ſilver als 
a place for gold, mixing Iron with ear 
and braſs among ſtones, cutting out ri vii 
among the rocks, and binding the flo 
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ment, and ſhould be his chief Aim and 


ptudy, it is his only way to Peace and 


aut ri v 
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om overflowing » making the weight 
r the winds and weighing the waters 


$y meaſure, giving adecree for the rain, 


nd 4 way for the He een of thunder. 
When God had thus fixed every thing 
nd declared the Laws of Univerſal Na- 
Wrc, He turned unto man and ſaid, be- 
old the fear of the Lord that is Wiſdom, 
ud to depart from evil that is underſtan- 
ng. That is, this was the Statute and 
Decfce given to Man, which like the 


Drdinances of the Heavens and the Na- 
Aural Courſe of all things, is not only un- 
Wlcerable but wiſely contrived , being 


guſt, reaſonable and proper, and as much 
or the Intereſt of Man, as theſe Laws 


Ind Meaſures preſcribed to other things 


arc neceſſary to the Ends and Uſes for 
hich they were created. Anditis upon 
is Conſideration, that Solomon {ſaith 
Let us hear the concluſion of the whole 
Fatter, viz: of all wiſe and ſerious En- 
Quiries, fear God and keep his command- 
ente, for this is the whole of man. So 

t is in the Original. Eccleſ. XII. 13. and 


he Meaning is, it is his whole Intereſt 


well as Duty, it is his great Concern- 


D 5 Hap- 
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Happinets and conſequently his greateſ 


Wiſdom. 
For by the true Fear of God, Sin i 


curbed and partly cured , which is the ; 


only Cauſe of Sorrow, the Wrath of Goc 
is turned away, which is only to be dread. 
ed; and his Favour is procured, which 
is the only Source of Comfort. The Fer 
of God is a Bridleto ourunruly Paſſions, 
it rectifies the Diſorders of our Nature, 
and gives Peace of Conſcience, which 
Solomons merry heart and a continu 
feaſt. By tearing God and keeping hi 
Commandments, Eternal Miſery is pre 


vented , Eternal Happineſs is ſecured, 
and the Evils of this Life are change! 


into gentle Afflictions, which prepar 
the way for an Eternal Weight of Glo 


ry. By the Fear of God our few Daj: 
are multiplied, and our ſhort Life is made 


equal to the Longeſt , by being equal! I 
effectual to advance us to the fulneſs i 


the ſtature of perfect Men. For as tit 


Author of Eccleſiaſticus faith , there i 


no Inquiſition in the grave, whetht 


' thou have lived ten, or an hundred, 


a thonſand Tears. Ch.XLI. 4. The Que 


ſtion there is whether one has feare! 


God and kept his S 1 
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hat meaſure of Faith has been acqui- 
ed, and how many good Works done. 
The Growth and Perfection of Men are 
| by the de- 
Brees of Grace, Khowledge and true Pie- 
y, which may be acquired in few Days 
& well as many, eſpecially now by the 
Help and Light of the Goſpel. If you have 
Hved faſt , not in the ſenſe of Senſual 
ind Bratiſh Epicures, but by great Pains 
and extraordinary Diligence to be a for- 

ou 
Are old in a Spiritual Senſe z and fully 


ſipe to be admitted into the Society of 
e ſpirits of juſt mem made 
Whatever be the Number of tliy Years, 


perfect. Then 


Vine age ſhall be tlearer than the nboon 
lay, thou ſhalt ſhine forth and be as the 
Frorning. As it is Job. XI. 17. And fo 
pecauſe under the Diſpenſation of the 
Poſpel, the Attainment of this Divine 


Wiſdom is ſo much eaſter than in former 


Fines , therefore it is faid there ſhall be 
5 more thence an Infant of days, nor an 
% Man that hath not filled hir days: 
For the child ſhall die an hundred Tears 


wid, but the ſinner being an hundred 


Tears old ſhall be acturſed. I. LXV. 20. 
That is, a Child may be perfect as cha 


(o) 
had lived to the Age of an hundred, 
but he who continues a Sinner tho he 
live a hundred Years, ſhall be reprobated 
as a miſgrown and dwarfiſn Perſon, unfit 
for Uſe. Finally as Religion and the Feat 
of God compenſate the ſhortneſs of Life, 
and ſweeten the bitterneſs of it, ſo i 
makes one run no hazard by the ſudden 
or abrupt Concluſion of it. For he that a 
walks by the Principles of Piety and 
Religion, is among the wiſe Virgins who 
furniſh their Lamps with oil before hand, 
and have it not to ſeek when there is pre- th 
ſent occaſion for it. He is always ready * 
to depart this Life, no ſudden Call can 
be a great Surpriſe , neither put him in 
a pitiful Hurry or Confuſion. True Pre. 
paration for Death is not to be tranſac-| 3 
ted in an hour or two; a few Serious 
Thoughts when juſt a dying will hardly |. 
determine ones Eternal Stare to the bet- | 
ter ſide , unleſs the preceeding Life hass 
been ſuitable. Wherefore the care of a a4 
wiſe Man ſhould not be after ſome par- | 
ticular forewarning of the Moment of | 
Death, but ſo to order his Life and Con- 
verſation that he can be at no loſs whe- Þ.* 
ther Death come ſooner or later, whe- p 
ther it makes deliberate and viſible Ap- Þ? 

_ proaches Þ* 
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proaches or ſeizes him ſuddenly. Now 
He that walks in the Fear of God is 
that wiſe and faithful Servant, who is 
always about his Lords Will, and fo 
Fwhatever time the Lord come, He will 
find him a doing it. The Lord may come 
yy hen he is not actually looking for him, 
put this can occaſion no Diſorder or Con- 
uſion; it ſhall be as the unexpected 
Meeting ofa Dear and well- beloved Lord 
Wit a faithful well- eſteemed Servant; 
even the encreaſe of Joy , and ſo much 


the greater becauſe ſooner than was hop- 


* 
Ihus it evidently appears that the 
Wear of God is true Wiſdom , nay the 
only Wiſdom with reſpect to Humane 
Life conſidered in its whole State, its 
preſent Circumſtances and future Con- 


And this will further appear by a View 


of Impiety and Profaneneſs, which are 


not more wicked than fooliſh in all re- 


ſpects, and that is the Reaſon why in 


Scripture Sin is called Fo/ly, as an Un- 
godly Perſon goes by the character of 


4 Fool. For Impiety and Profaneneſs 
provoke God, whoſe Wrath is able to 


ſweep away every thing in a Moment; 


1 and 


, 
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and by theſe one is obnoxious to all the 
Miſeries of the Life that now is, as of 
Enemy to Wicked perſons, and conic. Wat 
quently they can have no true Peace with Wect 
any of his Creatures, their Poſleſſion For 
of them is uſurped as the Enjoyment is WH 
curſed. An Ungodly or Wicked pern f 
can have no ſhadow of Reſt or Peace, 
but when he ſhuts his Eyes and will nc- 
ther look upon God, himſelf, the pre 91 
{ent State of things, nor that which ſu W 
ceeds according to the rules of Reaſon f 
and the Revelation of Religion: for the 
leaſt thought and mention of any f 
theſe, fills him with Horrour, cauſes thc 
Heart to ake, and the Joints to tremble, ? 
as we read of Felix when St. Paul preach-} 
ed before him. Ihe pleaſure of an Ur“ 
godly Man is brutiſh , and often 1nterrup- 
ted; his Life allo as other mens is in Jcc-| 
pardy every day, and there is nothing 
but the ſhort and brittle Thread of Lit 
betwixt him and Eternal Miſery and Tor 
ment. O how diſmal and horrid is the} 
proſpect of their State who have no Fer 
of God before their eyes! Therefoc] 
they are Fools, and therefore alſo the 
only Wiſe men of the World are py er 
wo 
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IV. A ſerious Conſideration of the 
ate and Condition of Humane Life is 
cefſary to excite us to the Fear of God. 


For the Pſalmiſt prays to be taught to 


umber our Days, that we might apply our 
arts to wiſdom. And fo he inſinuates 
hat the one not only makes the other 
geceſſary, but alſo does oblige and excite 


ir. The ſame may be gathered from 


he pte. 


is Wiſh in his laſt Song. O that they 
Were wiſe , that they underſtood this, 
Wat they would conſider their latter end. 
Jolly and Wickedneſs are the effects of 
Enorance and Inconſideration; they 
Hoco not, faith the Pſalmiſt, neither will 
ey underſtand or conſider, therefore 
ey walk on in darkueſs. Pl, LXXXII. 


terrup ] $- But all Wiſdom , and in particular 
in Jco-Þ Wat of the Fear of God is acquired by 
zothing Conſideration. How could the obliga- 
of Lie ons to Piety and Religion be denyed 
1d Tor hr reſiſted, if a future State, a Judgement 
1 is the P come with ſuitable Rewards and 
no Feu] #uniſhments , were ſeriouſly remem- 
creforc red. If the ſhortneſs of Life, the Dan- 
iſo the gers and Difficultiesof it, and the many 
re the) entations which abound in it were care- 

who fe fully 
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fully laid to Heart, how could the N. 
ceſſity of working oui our Salvation with Wc 


fear and trembling be ſo much ſhifted ef 


Who would dare to procraſtinate and For 
delay their Repentance and Converſion, 7 
if the common ſudden End of Life ws n 
conſidered? if the Vanity and Miſeryof pu 
this Life were thought on, how would Sc; 
it cure the inordinate Love of it, which v 
beſots ſo many and is the cauſe that they! 7 


ſeek not the Kingdom of God firſt 3 Ce- de 
tainly the Reaſon why men forget Gol! ar 
fo much, is becauſe they are Ignorant of} h f. 
themſelves; they do not ſet themiclve} by tt 
to fear, ſerve and obey Him, becaul:Þ Wed 
they are not ſenſible of their own Stat all cl 
and Condition: They do not NumbeÞ Bron 
their Days, and therefore are ſo readjÞ the 


to ſquander them away, as if they had gubl 
the Years of Methuſelah; they think noi Þ@rer 
on the Duſt to which they are to return, D 
and therefore are ſo Proud and Higi-Þ Calls 
minded, fo Inſolent towards God and ont Nun 
another: they refrain not from Evil, he ſt 
becauſe they fear not, neither have an) Hake 
apprehenſions of Gods Wrath and A N 
ger. But if they did often and ſeriou!ly Ms ca 
conſider the State and Condition of tho di 
Life, with the Eternal Conſequences Fr w 
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hom alone all Good cometh , I ſay if 
nifted! 

ould be perſwaded to curb their Extra- 
gancies, to bridle their Sinful Inclina- 
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and their Dependance on God, from 


eſe things were duely conſidered, they 


ons, to huſband Time as a moſt pre- 
pus thing, and to walk before God 


cumſpettly not as fools but as wiſe. 
# Wherefore as we know what it is to 


mber aur Days , ſo let us remember 


doit; and as we do it, let us apply our 


farts to Wiſdom. Becauſe we are apt 
© forget, let us refreſh our Memories 
the continual Memorandums of daylie 
leditations; let us alſo carefully receive 
theſe Remembrances, which Divine 
Fovidence ſends us by its Conduct 


ther towards our ſelves or others: for 


dublick Calamitics, the Death and Miſ- 
dreune of others, and our own perſon- 
VDiſtempers and Afflictions are ſo many 
Falls from God to conſider the State of 
umane Life, that by this means we ma 


e ſtirred up to follow the things whic 
Wake for our Peace. 

No that a New Year comes on, let 
Is caſt up the Account of the former, 
and ſee what has been miſpent, and how 
r we arc ſhort ofthe End of Life, that 


No 
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we may make haſt to redeem the Tim e 
loft, and by doubling our Diligence, mu 
recover that which has been neglecdei 
It is uſual at this time to State and balancÞ 
our Civil Affairs; but it is of more Ia 
portance to Conſider how we have in Her 
prov'd in Wiſdom , how it ſtands wit 
God and us, and whether there be mon t 
or leſs Ground to hope for Eternal Lit. Rei 
Reckon not how much thou. haſt vþc 
live by the Courſe of Nature, for b 
doing thou mayſt reckon wrong. Ever 
one does not live to fourſcore, nor je 
to threeſcore and ten, and many by du. 
ty and ſooner out- live their Senſe, ReaÞ 
fon and Memory, and fo are altogeti | 
unable for Buſineſs: Then they cannag 
mind the Affairs of this Life, and the 
fore are more unfit for thoſe of anotie 
World. How feeble are Men when O 
Age comes, whoſe Infirmitics are mol 
elegantly and pathetically deſcribed by 
Solomon Eccleſ. XII. What Reaſol 
therefore is there to remember the Cres 
tour in the days of youth, while there 
Strength and Vigour toſerve Him, and 
ſo to make ſure Everlaſting Happineb; 
Thou ſayeſt theſe Evil Days of Old Ag 
arc nat near thee, and I ſay thou mayl: 
new 
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I ver live to be Old or Grayheaded ; 
Payſt thou not, as well as others be cut 


Fin the Midit of thy days? At preſent 
ou feeleſt thy ſelf in perfect Health of 
ody and Mind, what then? wilt thou 
erefore dare to lay aſide the Fear of 


Pod, or to walk in the ways of thine 
n heart, or the ſight of thine Eyes? 
Remember what was ſaid to the Fool in 


c Goſpel , this night thy ſoul ſhall be 


; quired of thee. Should this be thy Caſe, 
Conſider what would be thy Condition. 


Vhat would you do if you knew that 


ou were come to your laſt Hours? It 
$ Wiſdom to do that Now, for this may 
e the laſt Time to many. Today, while 
is called to day , hear and harden not 
Jour hearts, for to morrow God may 
ſwear that we ſhall not enter into his 
Weſt, Wherefore to conclude, it is the 
Wiſdom and Intereſt of all, preſently 
ud ſpeedily to turn from the Evil of our 
Mays, and to repentot all paſt Sins; to 
preak of our ſins by Righteouſneſs and 
pur Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to the 
vor ; to ſearch the Scripture for that 
atth without which it is impoſſible to 
leaſe Cod, and for thoſe good works 
mich arc the foundation of Eternal 


E -2 Life, 
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Sun. I. af- 
ter Epiph. 


Life, and to pray to God as our Chu 
teacheth, that we may both percei ven 
know what things we ought to do, an 
alſo may have grace and power faithfi, 
ly to fulfill the ſame , through 7eju 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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p- 23· L 25. read Mark. X. p. 33. L ß] 


r. probable. p. 34. I. 16. for as r. has. 
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